. PCR screening of transgenic lines. Twelve independent transformed lines were obtained for ami-BEIIb (A1 to A12) and eight for hp-BEIIb (R1 to R8). Preliminary transgene screening from total genomic DNA extracts was done using PCR primers specific for the hygromycin resistance gene (HPT) and confirmatory screening was done using genespecific primers (GS) that amplify a fragment containing a 5'-portion of the wHMWG promoter and a 3'-portion of the forward hp-SBEIIb or ami-SBEIIb fragment. PCR screenings using HPT primers were multiplexed with Wx primers (Ayres et al., 1997) to ensure that the genomic extracts were of sufficient quality and quantity. An unrelated transgenic Nipponbare (NBT) was used as a positive control for HPT and negative control for GS screening, while a wild type Nipponbare (NBW) was used as a positive control for the Wx gene.
Impact of down-regulation of
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